A
4

4a79
1 May 1668

MWMMM@U“L =Leage Freightor to Koyth K

The USER ar;parently bas transfecred the old US lende-lme fmlghter

Taghkert to Forth Ferea,
tvo old Boviet merchant ehips were transferred to the Covernmert of

Forth Eorea at Ch'ongiin om 1 March 19€7 . In
April 1G€7 the Xorth Yorean press mesticped for the first time t)ro fiehing
fleet mother ships, the Yolbi~San-flo and the Fal Bogne San, indicating that
this vas their first scason with the fighing fleet. There 38 no evidence
that Borth Eorca roceived smy new dry cargo chips suitable for use as mother
shipe tither from Froe World sources or from its own modast ghipyards pricr
to the last quarter of 1967 « In kugust 1947, a Scviet radioc broadeast re-
orted on the transfer of the freightor Tashkent to Borth Xores and in
February 19&8, a North Kerean
shlp identified as the Yojbi-fanfo i the Soviet Par Fastern port of HNakhodia
was the former Tashkent .

The Mgp& ie 2 gtesmer bullt in the Us in l9lA. It m tmnsfemd
"to the USHR dnring ¥orld Yar II under terns of the aend-.,me Act nnd z'otaizmd
in the Eoviet merchamt flest after the war. ©S attempts to reach agreezent
vith the USSR on either the return of the lend-leese ships in Soviet custody
or reimbursement for them have thus far been fruitless, k‘h&n.lm reported
unéer ths Soviet flag in wid-196G the Iaghtort was eseigned to the Far Rast

Steanahip Ceupary in Vliadivestok. From Gotober 1566 urtil February 1968 it
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smercab@uts vore unreported. If it actunally bas.bem iransferred to Korih
Korea, it is the first lcz-xdulsasevvessel to bo x0ld or giver to a third
country for purposes ether than ecrapping. As one of the largest dry eargo
vezssls in the North Korean floet, it would be gerving double duty, firet
&s & mupply vegeel or mother ehip serving tBa‘offshorc fi_shir:g'fleret and
second ms a merchant vessel carrying ecemercial eargoeé oxi ghort yoyages
between North Eoyeen perts and from North Xorsen ports to adfssent ports in
the USIR ard Chine.,

There are no availlable cluss to the ldertity of the seoond old freighter
ellegedly tranaferred to orth Korea. It slzo oouid be & lend-leass vossel.
Hany of the cverage vessels currently beirz deleted from the Soviet flest

were scquired urdsr lend-laasge,




